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SCORP

Georgia Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan 2008-2013

Overview




State Parks

Georgla ﬁ-*\ & Historic Sites

Mandates for SCORP

Land and Water Conservation Georgia Code 12-3-1
Fund (LWCF): requires DNR to:

« SCORP IS required to maintain » Appraise recreational needs
ﬁl\'/s'g:“ty Loy fedieten T s Foi  Assist local governments in

recreational planning
e« SCORP must be updated every five

years; current plan expires 10/2007

 LWCF grants help state & local
governments acquire, redevelop
and rehabilitate outdoor recreation
facilities and resources * Submit report to Governor &
(50% match) notify Legislature

 Promote recreation institutes
& conferences

* Help establish & promote
recreation standards

l l

Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
(SCORP)
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LWCF In Georgia

$75 million federal funds since 1965
(42 years)

Over $150 million invested

Hundreds of counties & cities benefited

Thousands of acquisition, development
& rehabilitation projects completed
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LWCF Requests/Awards — 2005

GEORGIA

' WCF 2005 Grant Awards

L1 sccuision (4 counties impacted)
[ bevelooment (5 counties impacted)
L] renab ( 3 counties impacted)
[ ot Funed (47 counties impacted)

Grant awards: $2.1 million
85 requests: $6 million

19 projects funded
-14 city / county
- 5 state park
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LWCF Outlook for 2008 & Beyond

2008 funding cycle amount - $1.2 million

Congressional action created permanent
‘state-side’ LWCF using 12.5% of royalty
revenues from expanded federal Gulf of
Mexico offshore oil well leases... more
$3$$ to come
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SCORP

Georgia Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreation Plan 2008-2013

A quick overview...
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Partnhers

Georgia DNR - PRHSD, WRD, CRD divisions
Georgia Dept. of Community Affairs

Georgia Dept. of Econ. Development/Tourism
Georgia Dept. of Human Resources (public Health)
University of Georgia

Association County Commissioners of Georgia
Georgia Municipal Association

Georgia Conservancy

Georgia Wildlife Federation

Georgia Recreation & Park Association
Friends of Georgia State Parks & Historic Sites

And more...
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Project Elements

Inventory of local, state & federal outdoor
recreation & conservation resources

Public input through surveys, town hall
meetings, online website & focus groups

Trends & benchmarks analysis

Connectivity to other planning documents and

state Initiatives (such as State Wildlife Action Plan,
Coastal Management Plan, Georgia Land Conservation
Program, DHR Nutrition & Physical Activity Plan,
Communities of Opportunity, Signature Communities, etc.)
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Findings — Cause for Action
Rapid urbanization & loss of greenspace
Significant demographic transitions
Obesity epidemic & declining public health
Diminished conservation ethic
Local communities want economic growth

Growing support for outdoor recreation
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FIndings — Demographics/Growth

106 acres of land/day are being developed
(55 acres/day In Atlanta alone)

By 2015 (only 2 years beyond SCORP horizon)
11 million Georgians (75% will live in metro areas)

50% of growth due to migration (40% of these new
residents will be foreign born)

10% of our population will be Hispanic

Georgia will have the largest proportion of African
Americans when compared to 10 most populous
states
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FIndings — Demographics/Growth

By 2015 (only 2 years beyond SCORP horizon)
12 counties will experience 75% + growth
34% of the population will be under age 20
10% of the population will be 65 or older

Our economy will be strong yet 12.5% of Georgians
will live in poverty
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FIndings — Health
Obesity Is at EPIDEMIC level

In portions of east central & southwest
Georgia over 30% of citizens are obese*

41% of Georgians are ‘insufficiently active’
(mostly women, minorities & people 65+)

17% are totally inactive

* These areas of Georgia also have the least
amount of public recreation facilities & parks...
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FIndings — Increased Support

Bond referendums & SPLOST programs
for parks & recreation have been
universally accepted at city/county level*

Property values increase 20% when a
park is nearby

57% of people want to live near a park

* Yet, Georgia is only one of 14 states without a
dedicated fund for parks & recreation...
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FIndings — Biggest Challenges

Limited Funding*
Lack of Information

Concerns for Safety

*Yet, 84% of Georgians support funding for
parks & recreation. Moreover, 74% of these
people support INCREASED funding for parks
& recreation...
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SURVEY SAYS...

Top 5> reasons to recreate:
Have Fun
Be with Families & Friends
Relax & Reduce Stress
Exercise & Improve Health

Experience & Enjoy Nature

68% of Georgians recreated in 2006

Highest participation — Metro Atlanta (& urban areas)

Lowest participation— Southeast Georgia
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SURVEY SAYS...

Top recreation activities
Walking, Running, Jogging
Picnicking & Social Gatherings
Swimming
Wildlife Viewing & Photography
Fishing
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SURVEY SAYS...

Barriers to recreation participation
Not enough time
Not enough money
Don’t feel safe
No transportation

Limited services of interest
(especially notable with seniors, young adults &
minorities)
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Georgia’s Explosive Growth



Georgian’s Declining Health

-8 Obesity -4 Diabetes

301

25+

20+

15~

Percent

10 A

1995 1997 1999 2001 2003 2005

Georgia Department of

Human Resources
Georgians living safe, healthy and, seif-reffant ives DHR




Georgians’ Disconnection with Nature

A remedy for what ails us:

Outdoor recreation
opportunities promote
healthy physical activity,
reconnect our citizens
with the outdoors & build
the next generation of
environmental stewards



Additional Outdoor Recreation Values

Attract tourists, business, industry & new
residents (especially “low cost” retirees)

Reduce health & public infrastructure costs
Enhance property values

Create jobs

Generate local spending

Protect natural resources

Parks result in significant return on investment...



Strategic Direction

Local, state & federal governments must work
with private sector organizations to invest in parks
& outdoor recreation opportunities that:

Promote Health/Fithess & Livability of
All Georgia Communities

Enhance Georgia's Economic Vitality

Conserve & Properly Use Georgia’s
Natural Resources



Health & Livabllity Directives

Make holistic connections between planning,
zoning, natural resource conservation &
outdoor recreation

Collaborate to fight Georgia’s obesity
epidemic, combat other serious health
conditions & improve overall health by
promoting & accommodating active lifestyles



Economic Vitality Directives

Capitalize on the public’s growing desire &
ability to travel in order to experience nature
& participate in outdoor recreation events &
programs

Maximize tourism potential associated with
conservation of our natural resources &
provision of recreation & sports activities as
key visitor attractions




Conservation Directives

Conserve Georgia’s natural resources

Build a new generation of environmental
stewards

Capitalize on the state’s strong support for
natural resource conservation & enhanced
outdoor recreation opportunities



Summary of SCORP / LWCF Criteria

State & federal funding of Georgia’s outdoor
recreation needs will go to jurisdictions that:

1.
2.

Have a comprehensive recreation plan

Improve the health, livability & economic
vitality of their community

Conserve & properly use natural resources

Leverage service delivery approaches &
funding opportunities

Are economically challenged



1. Comprehensive Recreation Plan

Develop a comprehensive recreation plan that
addresses short & long range needs of your community

Establish connections of recreation & parks to
community health, livability, economic vitality & natural
resource conservation

Work with city/county administration & planning director
to incorporate recreation plan into your jurisdiction’s
overall comprehensive plan

Measure & evaluate progressive implementation of
recreation plan recommendations



2. Improve Health, Livabllity &
Economic Vitality

Connect existing facilities for pedestrians & non-motorized
vehicles

Address segments of the population that are under-served
by existing facilities & programs (seniors, minorities)

Document economic benefits of parks/recreation & track
the financial return from investing in recreation venues

Rehabilitate, update & upgrade existing public recreation
facilities to maximize marketability

Promote recreation events, programs & facilities that attract
day travelers & overnight visitation



3. Conserve and Properly Use
Natural Resources

ldentify & prioritize key lands for acquisition, particularly in
the fastest growing areas of the state

Develop corridors to link recreation sites & residential
areas using multi-use pathways

Develop multi-jurisdictional projects that satisfy multiple

objectives (coordinate land protection efforts for connectivity,
capitalize on complementary strengths/ weaknesses, ensure
resource conservation & outdoor recreation opportunities)

Expand nature-based programming & outdoor recreation
opportunities



4. Leverage Service Delivery &
Funding Opportunities

Foster advocacy organizations to advance the benefits of
outdoor recreation

Create partnerships with local businesses (local
convention & visitor bureaus, recreation equipment
vendors & guide services)

Develop options for service delivery (in-house staff,
Interns, contracted services, staff sharing & volunteers)

Pursue use of SPLOST, impact fees, business & industry
partnerships & foundation grants



5. Economically Challenged

Communities

SCORP recognizes that many of
Georgia’s counties are economically
challenged (Tier 1& 2)

Efforts will be made to facilitate
collaborations with Regional
Development Centers & other
support agencies to assess &
address local recreation needs

A portion of LWCF funds may be
targeted to assist Tier 1 & 2
counties in the provision of
outdoor recreation opportunities



Georgia’s Challenge - We must act now

We can no longer take our natural environment &
outdoor recreation for granted.

The future of Georgia, the protection of our natural
resources & the provision of quality outdoor
recreation opportunities for future generations
are in our hands.



